
Here is your weekly update.  There are also attachments for this week.
 
 

Stewardship-
Operating expenses for the Parish on a weekly basis are $6,900.00 Collection.

Stewardship for Oct 27th  Ordinary $4709.00

Hope Appeal 2025
The Assessment for the Parish is $32,143.00
Currently received as of 10/27/24 $16,572.02

Parish Giving-
The Parish is pleased to introduce “Enhancing Stewardship through Electronic Funds 

Transfer.  It is convenient no more searching for a checkbook or Sunday morning stops at 
the ATM. To excess simply Log on the parish website  www.sacredheart-saintmary.og   and 
click on the Parish Giving Log and follow the easy registration instructions.  It is Secure.

http://www.sacredheart-saintmary.og/


 
Events at other Parishes in our area

 
Please remember we are all a Catholic Community and need to support each other.

 
 

St Pauls Whitesboro
November 10th-Veterans Mass @ 3pm

Donations of non-perishable items and monitor donations will be welcome
 
 

St. Anthony St.Agnes
Holiday Basket Festival
Sunday-November 10th 

Admission $6 in advance or $8 at the Door
Baskets and gift certificates

Monetary prices $1000, $500, and 3 prizes of $125.00 
 
 

Mary, Mother of our Savior Parish invites all teens in the Greater Utica Area 
to join us for Youth Ministry Nights:

Who: Teens in grades 7 thru 12 from the Greater Utica Area
Where:  Mary Mother Of Our Savior Parish, Seton Center, 2 Barton Ave, Utica (look for 

the welcome flag)
When: Monday evenings  6:30PM-8:00PM

(following the school calendar)
www.motherofoursavior.org

 
Our Youth Ministry Nights (YMN) consist of games and snacks, followed by a short faith 

message. Then the teens form small groups to talk about that topic in a safe, honest, 
authentic way with their peers. This is a highlight of the night, to hear from peers about 

the faith, to share doubts and questions and to be lifted up and encouraged in their faith in 
God, all guided by an adult core team member. Then we go to the chapel for a short prayer 
service and end with an awesome dinner! We also make sure to include social nights once 

a month. Social Nights may include: Movie Nights, Camp Fires, Holiday Parties, 
Trips/Teen Outings like GetAir, Retreats, Service Opportunities and more...
For information please reach out to Brittany Wilcox: bwilcox@syrdio.org

mailto:bwilcox@syrdio.org
http://www.motherofoursavior.org/


Utica Newman Catholic
Christian Fellowship

For registered College Students/Utica Area
For questions Contact Campus Minister, Pat Gillick @ 

Uticanewmandoutreach@syrdio.org
Free Pizza and Wing Dinner after every 4pm Sunday Evening Mass

Our Lady of the Rosary Campus

Food for thought

mailto:Uticanewmandoutreach@syrdio.org


Registration for the Faith Formation 2024-2025
I have received a number of calls if it is too late to register for Faith Formation.  

No it is not too late to register children for the program  If you have not 
registered your child (ren) simply come to the school on Sunday before class to 

register.
Fee of $25 for 1 child and $45 per family  

Our Parish follows the Diocese of Syracuse for the Sacrament of First Communion and 
Confirmation which is the same in all Parishes in the Utica area.  The Sacrament of First Communion 
and Confirmation is a 2 year program in order to receive the sacraments.  This is a requirement for both 
sacraments.  If your child is making one of these 2 Sacraments and your child was not Baptised at the 

Parish, a copy of the Baptismal Certification is required.
If you have any questions, please give me a call

Confirmation Students making the Sacrament this Spring

There will be an important student/parent meeting on November 17th @12:00pm in the 
school.



Mark your calendars

St. Pauls, Sacred Heart/St Mary’s/ Holy Trinity & Mary Mother of Savior Parish
St Paul’s Whitesboro

From 2-4pm Activities

Grades Pre-K to 6th and Parents

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday @3:15PM prior to Mass
 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4PM
Sunday: 8am and 11am

 
Weekdays 12:15 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Friday.

There will no Mass on Thursday
 

Let's remember that as Catholics, the importance of attending Sunday Mass.  At Mass we 
stand at mystically at the foot of the cross and witness for ourselves the same self-sacrifice of 

Jesus, in an unbloody manner. Mass is a celebration of this sacrifice. It is the active 
participation of all that come together in the place of worship.

 



 Thirty -second Sunday in Ordinary Time
 

1st Reading: 1 Kgs 17:10-16
Responsorial Psalms: PS 146: 7, 8-9, 9-10 

2nd Reading: Heb 9: 24-28 
Gospel: Mk: 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 

 
 

While these are wonderful reflections, please remember that they are not to be a 
substitute for the wonderful sermons of Father or Deacon Kirk at Mass.

 
As always, I try to find wonderful reflections for this week’s Gospel reading.  I let 

the Holy Spirit guide me.

a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then  
[Jesus] called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in  

more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed  
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had  

to live on.”
 



Mark 12:42-44

The story of the “widow’s mite,” to use the King James language, is a familiar story to most all 
of us. But by a quirk of the church calendar, it rarely shows up in our lectionary, and in fact, 

I’ve only preached on it once before.
 

This story, in other words, is a lot like the widow herself – very easy to overlook. 
And I suspect that even when we do hear this story, we usually dismiss it as a story that is just 
trying to get us to give more money to the church. After all, if this widow can give her last two 

copper coins to the church, and be praised by Jesus, shouldn’t we give more than we do? 
But, to be honest, I don’t think that this is what Jesus is trying to tell us today. I think that 

Jesus points to this woman to help us to see the gospel, and the kingdom of God, in a way that 
we often miss. So, I want to take another look at the story of the widow’s mite today, and see 

what we can learn from this poor and easily overlooked widow. 
 

The Background
 

And the first thing to realize about this story is that when it takes place, and where, is just as 
important as what actually happens. Because this story takes place in Jerusalem at the 

Temple, not long before Jesus is crucified. 
 

He has just recently entered Jerusalem, in that triumphal entry that we observe on Palm 
Sunday. But he has also recently driven out of the Temple those who were selling and buying, 

angrily declaring that this house of prayer has become nothing more than a den of robbers. 
The crowd is spellbound by his teaching, but the chief priests and scribes have begun looking 

for a way to kill him. 
 

He doesn’t help his cause in today’s gospel reading (Mark 12:38-44), when he denounces the 
scribes who are parading around in long, fancy robes, praying long prayers, but also 

devouring the widow’s houses. 
 

This little scene with the poor widow comes along at a time when Jerusalem is very divided 
over what Jesus is teaching. And his disciples are understandably anxious. Jesus has been 

predicting his suffering and death. He has led them to the city where it is most likely to 
happen. And he is, even now, provoking those in power. 

 
And that is precisely when and where Jesus chooses to sit down with his disciples outside the 
Temple, and point out to them this faithful, poor widow, who is contributing to the Temple all 

that she has to live on. And Jesus simply says to those discouraged and anxious disciples: 
Look. Look at this widow. Look at her faithfulness, at her sacrifice, at her trust, at her 

willingness to give what she has. Look at her and see the kingdom of God. Look at her and see 
someone to imitate, someone living out her faith, even in the midst of the injustice and the 

uncertainty all around her. Look at her and see a model for how to approach life in confusing 
and anxious times. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A38-44&version=NRSVUE


Unexpected Role Models

If there is one thing that Jesus seems to do consistently, it is to point out these unexpected 
role models. It is rarely the rich and famous that Jesus points us to. The religious and political 
leaders are more likely to get rebuked than praised. And even his disciples are not the people 

that the world would expect to be called to lead. 
Jesus praises people like the syrophoenician woman, a Gentile who convinces Jesus to heal 

her daughter. But he challenges the scribes and Pharisees, he speaks words of warning to the 
rich, and even rebukes his disciples when they argue about who is greatest. 

 
It is no surprise that Jesus praises the poor widow in today’s gospel reading, right after 

condemning the scribes. He consistently encourages us to pay attention to those who are 
quietly living out their faith, regardless of what is happening in the world, and seek to do the 

same. 
And the smallest act of faithfulness can shine a light on God’s love. It doesn’t have to be big or 

dramatic to be noticed by Jesus, and to make a difference to the Kingdom of God.
 

Marie, the “Birthday Lady”

To give you one specific example, let me tell you about Marie, a widow from my last 
congregation. As Marie got on in years, she became homebound. And after lamenting that, she 

decided to figure out what she could do for her church from her home. 
 

She could still make phone calls, she thought, so she decided that she would call every 
member of our congregation on their birthday to wish them a happy birthday from St. David 
Lutheran Church. This congregation had more than 800 members, so that meant she would 

be making an average of 2-3 phone calls a day, every day. 
 

And she did. In fact, she did it for years. She would occasionally call the church office to let us 
know that someone had died or moved away, or that the number on file was disconnected. But 

most of the time, she was able to speak to the person or leave them a message. 
 

People began to look forward to that phone call from Marie. No matter what was happening in 
the world on any given day, Marie found a way to brighten someone’s day. A simple phone 

call. It became her widow’s mite, her way to contribute to the needs of the Temple. 
 

An Insignificant Gift?

What difference did this little phone call make to the kingdom of God? What difference did 
two copper coins make to the building of the Temple? Every small act of love and faithfulness 
makes a difference. And each is noticed by Jesus. And who knows? Perhaps the simplest, most 
modest gesture may be all that is needed to remind another person of the hope of the gospel.

 
Think again of what a small, inconsequential gift the widow gave to the building of the 

Temple, in this gospel passage. Her last two copper coins, letpa in Greek. Together worth only 
a penny. Given to support one of the most magnificent buildings of its time, the Temple. 



 
Did you know that it took 10,000 workers about ten years just to build the retaining walls 
around the Temple Mount? The magnificent Western Wall that still stands today is merely 
part of that 500-meter-long retaining wall that was designed to hold a huge platform that 
could accommodate twenty-four football fields. When it was completed, it was the world’s 
largest functioning religious site and it remains the largest human-made platform in the 

world. 
And what about the Temple itself, built on top of this amazing platform? The Holy of Holies 
was covered in gold; the walls and columns of the other buildings were of white marble; the 
floors were of a rare marble whose blue tinge gave the impression of a moving sea of water; 

the curtains were tapestries of blue, white, scarlet and purple thread, depicting, according to 
the famous first-century historian, Josephus, “the whole vista of the heavens.”

 
It was an incredible building, in every way imaginable. And a widow’s last penny wouldn’t 
seem to be able to accomplish anything toward this incredible building, or all the religious 

observances taking place there. 
 

A poor widow and two small copper coins worth a penny. What good can she do? What is the 
point? Will this really help to take care of this incredible Temple, and all the important work 

taking place there? 
You and I can often wonder what our small acts will accomplish in this world. A meager 

offering that isn’t going to help us meet our budget. A simple act of kindness to a stranger that 
won’t even be remembered. A prayer offered for those in need during our personal morning 

devotions. What good will any of this do, really? Will anyone even notice or care? 
But Jesus notices our every gift, our every act of kindness. And Jesus cares very much. And 
that should be all that matters. The promise from Jesus that no act of love or faithfulness is 

ever wasted. 
 

No Act of Love Is Ever Wasted 

That is actually the title of a book I have in my office:  “No Act of Love Is Ever Wasted.” 
The book is actually about caring for those with dementia, which is such a difficult task, in 
part because the caregiver can wonder if what they do really matters to someone unable to 

remember it. But it does. As the authors of this book put it:
 

“Caring for those with dementia presents a major challenge to our own faith … It tests  
whether we can love unselfishly, without asking for any love back for ourselves … knowing  

that no act of love is ever wasted. Any loving action puts love into the world. The deed  
doesn’t need to be acknowledged to be effective … We don’t need to be thanked for our love to  

be helpful. We love, not for our own satisfaction but for the pure act of pouring out love  
lavishly on the object of our love. If our love doesn’t have visible results, that doesn’t matter.  

Love has gone out into the universe.”
 

This book is about caring for those with dementia, but it applies to almost any situation we 
face in this world. What truly matters, at the end of the day, is whether we have put love out 

into the universe.



 
Closing

And that is what the poor widow did in today’s gospel reading. She didn’t just contribute two 
small copper coins to the Temple’s treasury. She sent love out into the universe. And no act of 

love is ever wasted. 
 

Jesus sees our simple acts of faithfulness. And often others see it, too. Whether we realize it or 
not. But it doesn’t matter if they do. Because no act, no gift, no gesture, given in love, is ever 

wasted. 
 

This touching little story of the widow’s mite is not intended to guilt us into giving more, but 
to help us to see more – to see the acts of love all around us, and to be inspired to do the same, 

trusting that no act of love is ever wasted. 
 

It makes me think of the famous ending of the classic book, “Middlemarch,” which could very 
well be describing this widow: 

 
“The effect of her being on those around her was incalculably diffusive: for the growing  

good of the world is partly dependent on unhistoric acts; and that things are not so ill with  
you and me as they might have been, is half owing to the number who lived faithfully a  

hidden life, and rest in unvisited tombs.”
 

This widow lived a largely hidden life, and now rests in an unvisited tomb. But she is 
remembered today, and in churches around the world. Her modest gift, a humble act of love, 
was not wasted. And neither is any modest gift of an act of love of ours. Because no act of love 

ever is.
And the growing good of the world depends on these acts. So let us continue to send our love 
out into the universe, in whatever way that we can, trusting that it will make a difference to 

the one who notices our every act of love and faithfulness, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
 
 

This week’s Saints of the week:

The saints are models of human excellence, perfected by the life of Christ and the 
communication of his Spirit. They demonstrate in their lives how to really live and how to 

really die. They consistently point to the horizon of love which leads to the fulfillment of all 
human desire: eternal communion with the Holy Trinity.

 
Nov 11-Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop; Nov 12-Memorial of Josaphat, Bishop and 

Martyr; Nov 13-Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini,Virgin



 

The program has started. There are children who are too young to attend the program or have 
decided not to return this year.  As always, I find material to you to share with your children 

so they may understand today’s Gospel reading
 

Theme
It isn't the size of the gift that matters.

Object
A small coin purse with $.57 in it.

Scripture
Mark 12:38-44

 
Each Sunday in our worship service we take an offering. Raise your hand if you think Jesus 

likes it when we put a lot of money on the offering plate. (Pause, and then announce the 
number of votes.) Raise both hands if you think Jesus likes it when you put a little bit of 

money on the offering plate. (Pause, and then announce the number of votes.)
 

The Bible says, one day Jesus went to the temple and sat down near the place where the 
offerings were given. He sat and watched the people as they came by and put in their 

offerings. Many rich people, dressed in fine robes, came by and put in a lot of money. Then a 
poor widow came by and put in just two small coins.

 
Jesus called His disciples to Him and said, "This woman has given more than anyone. The 

others gave out of their wealth, but this woman gave all that she had." 
You see, Jesus is more interested in what is in the heart of the giver than He is in the size of 

their gift.
 

I have a small coin purse. (Pour out the contents, have a child count it, and have the child tell 
how much there is.) That isn't very much money is it? But it can remind us of a little girl 

named Hattie and how her gift of 57 cents helped to build a great church.
 

One Sunday morning, the pastor of a church went outside to find a group of children who 
were unable to get inside for Sunday school because the building was too crowded. One of 



those children was six-year-old Hattie. When the pastor saw Hattie, he picked her up and 
carried her into the Sunday school class where he found her a seat. He told Hattie he hoped 
that some day the church would be able to build a building large enough for all the children.

 
Two years later, Hattie died, and the pastor preached at her funeral service. After the service, 

Hattie's mother handed the pastor a small purse containing 57 cents. She said Hattie had been 
saving her pennies to help the church build a new Sunday school building. The pastor took the 
57 cents back to his church and told the people about Hattie. The people were so inspired by 
Hattie's gift that they gave faithfully until they built a wonderful, new building — big enough 

for all the children who wanted to attend.
 

I’m sure Jesus would say that Hattie gave more than anyone to build this great church. Her 
heart was pure and she gave all that she had.

 
Dear Father, everything we have is a gift from You. Help us to remember to give back to You 

with a cheerful heart.  In Jesus' name, amen.
 



Prayer is such an important part of our faith.  As we enter November, here is a November 
Blessing prayer.



Diocese of Syracuse
 

Office of Liturgy & the O.C.I.A.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9  -- A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

In 2024, December 8 is the Second Sunday of Advent,  so the solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception is transferred to Monday, December 9. Previously, when the DATE was 

transferred the obligation was abrogated.  That will no longer be true.
 

«FROM THE USCCB:    Earlier this year, Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki, Chairman of the 
USCCB’s Committee on Canonical Affairs and Church Governance, wrote to the Holy See 
seeking clarification about the obligation to attend Mass when a holy day of obligation in 
Advent, Lent, or Easter falls on Sunday and the Solemnity is transferred to Monday. In a 

memo to the U.S. bishops dated Thursday, October 10, Bishop Paprocki communicated the 
Dicastery for Legislative Text’s response: “the feast must be observed as a day of obligation on 

the day to which it is transferred.” In light of this new directive, the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception Monday, December 9, 2024 is to be observed as a holy 

day of obligation.

From the Office of Adolescent Catechesis and Discipleship
Diocesan Catholic Youth Conference-The greater Utica area will participate in 
this event.  Last year a number of students went and experienced a great and 

spiritual time.
 

REGISTRATION OPEN!
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024

Location: Sacred Heart Church - Cicero, New York
Youth from across the diocese are invited to join Bishop Douglas Lucia for this Diocesan 

Youth Conference! Featuring keynote speaker Ennie Hickman and worship leader John Paul 
von Arx! Participate in Mass, games, talks, lunch, and Adoration.

 
Open to youth in grades 7-12. $20 per participant.

 



 
Lynn M. Springer

Director of Faith Formation
Sacred Heart/St Mary’s

315 527 8399


